
Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 21 June 2012] 

 p4243b-4244a 

Mr Fran Logan; Speaker; Mr Bill Marmion 

 [1] 

AUSTRALIND WATER SUPPLY 

357. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water: 

I draw the minister’s attention to the situation facing the residents of Australind, who are still experiencing 

discoloured water from their taps and who, as at 1 July, will pay significantly more—24 per cent more—for the 

putrid liquid in this photograph I am holding. I ask that this photo be left on the table for the rest of the day’s 

sitting. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I ask —  

(1) Does the minister think it is acceptable that residents have to drink and wash themselves and their 

clothes in that disgusting water, because obviously the Water Corporation does? 

(2) Does he think it is acceptable for water consumers in Australind to put up with itchy scalps and for their 

children to experience stomach aches and then vomit after drinking that water, because the Water 

Corporation does? 

(3) Does he think it is acceptable that residents follow the Water Corporation’s advice and simply leave 

their taps on with the water flowing until the water clears, especially in light of the minister’s appeal for 

residents to save water, a water sprinkler ban being in place and the fact that they will be paying a lot 

for the water? 

The SPEAKER: Before you answer that question, minister, with regard to the question, member for Cockburn, 

certainly the intent of the question is not a challenge, but I would just counsel you and other members in this 

place that when you say, ―Does the minister think‖, you are seeking an opinion. I will instruct the minister to 

answer. 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Cockburn for the question. 

(1)–(3) The issue was raised last night at about 10 o’clock. I did instruct my staff to follow up that issue with 

the Water Corporation. However, as the member is aware, the Water Corporation has a licence to 

produce potable water right across various areas of Western Australia. It has to meet Australian water 

quality standards; and, if it does not, it is not meeting the licence conditions. In this particular case, I 

have obviously not seen the issue. As I said last night, I will make sure that the Water Corporation 

investigates that; and, if there is an issue, it will have to fix it. 

 


